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Editorial Notice. 

As the sentiments, objects, and terms of the Circular, are un- 
asual, we appropriate our first columns to such information 
sbout it, as may be needed by those who think of subscribing 
for it. We employ no agents to solicit subscriptions, and our 
friends are cautioned against urging any to take the paper. Our 
rule is, not to send it to any one on the application of a third per- 
fon, except in special cases where we know the applicant, and are 
sure he is fully authorized. Our wish and request is, that every 
person proposing to subscribe for the; Circular, should read the 
entire contents of these first advertising columns and judge for 
gimself, without relying on any other representations, wheth- 
er the paper is what he wants. 





FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 


OF THE CIRCULAR, 


RELIGION AND SOCIALISM; 
The Religion of the Bible,-=- 
The Socialism of the Primitive Church. 


LEADING TOPICS. 


SALVATION FROMSIN, THE GIFT 
of the Gospel. 

** Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save 
is people from their sins.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 


HE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 
A. D. 70, or ‘immediately after’ the Destrue- 
ton of Jerusalem, at the close or the Bivle 
record and the apostelic age. 

“Verily I say unto you, There be some standing 
here which shall net taste of death, till they see the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom.” (Matt. 16: 28.) 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOUND- 
ed in the heavenly Jerusalem by Christ and his 
followers 1800 years ago, and now being extend- 
ed to ihkis world and Hades, uniting three worlds 
on che plane of the Second Resurrection. 

*“«Thy kingdem come, thy will be done on cartu 
aS IC {8 IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 
MIRACLES, A PERPETUAL AGEN- 
cy at the call of Fai‘h; in opposition to the in- 
fidel maxim that ‘the Age of Miracles is past.’ 
** Verily, verily, [ say unto you, Ie that believeth 
on m2, the works that I do shall he do also; and 
reater works than these shall he do, because I go 
unto my Father.’+-Jehu 14: 12. 
COMMUNISM, AN INSTITUTION 
of cae Holy Spirit—the Social Order of Heaven. 
** All mine are thine, and thine are mine.”’—Jesus 
Christ. 

DELIVERANCE FROM DISEASE 
and Dea:h, foreteld by the Prophets, fulfilled 
by Christ. 

** ife will swallow up Dears in Victory.” Isaiai} 











GENERAL PLATFORM 

OF PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES. 
Sovereizuty of Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 

C-sovereignty ef the Primitive Church, raised 
fro w the dead at the Second Coming. 

Unity of all Believers, in this world andin Ha- 
des, with tke one Kingdom in the Heavens 
Resurrectisn of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 
Com-aunity of Property of all kinds, with In- 
spiratior for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Hon. Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supner at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 
Hortien!ture the leading business for subsistence, 
A Daily Press, divoreed from Mammon, and 
devoted to God. 





The realer will find further information about 
the Religion and Socialism of The Circular in the 
ensuing Advertisements of Publications, and of the 
As30ci ‘ted Communities at Oneida, Newark, &c. 
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PUBLICATIONS, 

FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 

BIBLE COMMUNISM ; A Compilation from 
the Annual Reports and other publications 
of the Oneida Association and tts Branches ; 
presenting, in connection with their History, 
a summary view of their Religious and Social 
Theories. 128 pages, octavo. Price 50 cts. 
Printed and published at the office of The 
Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Contents of Bible Communism. 
PART IL—MATTERS OF FACT. 

Location of the Oneida Association. Number of 
members. Mansion House. Historical sketch. Re- 
ligious views. Form of government. Religious 
exercises. System of Criticism. Schools. Theory 
of the Rights of Property. Treatment of matrimo- 
nial and parental relations. System of Free La- 
bor. Agriculture. Manufactures. Cost of liv- 
ing. Conditions of membership and withdrawal. 
Branch Associations, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, 
N. J., Wallingford, Conn., Putney and Cambridge, 
Vt. Health of the Association. General condi- 
tion of morality and prosperity. 


PART IL.—SOCIAL THEORY. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

BIBLE ARGUMENT.—Cuaprer I. Showing what 
is properly to be anticipated concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and its insti- 
tutions on earth. 

Cuartrer II. Showing that Marriage is not an 
institution of the Kingdom of Heaven, and must 
give place to Communism. 

Cuarter II]. Showing that Death is to be abol- 
ished in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that, to 
this end, there must be a restoration of true 
relations between the Sexes. 

Cuarrer LV. Showing how the Sexual Function 
is to be redeemed, and true relations between 
the sexes restored. 

Cuarrer V. Showing that Shame, instead of be- 
ing one of the prime virtues, is a part of origi- 
nal Sin, and belongs to the Apostasy. 

Cuartrer VI. Showing the bearings of the pre- 
ceding views on Socialism, Political Economy, 
Manners and Customs, &c. 

Cuarter VII. A concluding Caveat, that ought 
to be well noted by every Reader of the fore- 
goiug Argument. 


PART IU.—DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS. 

Criticism oF CuristeNpom ConstiruTionaL Curis- 
rianity. THe Biste on M. ekiaGe. Pauw’s Views 
oF Marriage. Law or AbULTERY. 

APPENDIX TO PART DI —Contoquy on Mar- 
RiAGE AND Siavery. 

THE BEREAN, A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive 
Churen: anoctavo volume of 500 pages.-- 
By J H. Noyes. Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming. Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con, 
densation of Life, &c. &e.,—treated strictly according to Bible 
evidence, but developing many new and interesting conclu- 
sions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. All 
who wish to understand Brace Commenism—its constitutional 
basis, ar’ prospects of suecess—should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this hook. 


THE CIRCULAR; Complete files of Vol. 1, 
(Weekly,) $1,00; and of Vol. 2, (Seri 
Weekly,) $2,00. 

THE PERFECTIONIST; Volumes 
and 5. Price $1,00 per Volume. 


3, 4, 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and 
Defended. By J. H. Noyes. Price, 64 cts. 


ANNUAL REPORTS ; (2d and 34,) of the 


Onerpa Assocration. Price 12 1-2 cts. 


Postage of Books.---Bible Communism, 3 
cts. prepaid ; The Berean, 28 cts. prepaid, or 42 cts, 
if not prepaid. 


What Ought to be Done. 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher ot 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most command- 
ing instrumentality of instruction. Therefore reli- 
gion ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit 
but on the press. 

3. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universalin itsoperation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—-as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for the same reason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought o be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 











ASSOCIATED COMMUNITIES, 

Oneida, N. Y. Newark, N. J. 

Brooklyn, N. ¥. Wallingford, Ct. 
Puiney, Vt. 


HAVING A COMMON INTEREST IN ALL THINGS, 


BUSINESS CARDS OF THE COMMUNITIES. 


HE ONEIDA COMMUNITY HAVE ON HAND 
for sale, the following productions of their 
Gardens, Mill, and Work-shops, viz: 


NURSERY FRUIT TREES, 
Consisting of— 
APPLES, the most approved varieties. 


PEARS, do. (Standards & Dwarfs.) 
CHERRIES, 

PLUMS, Choice varieties. 
PEACHES, 


Isabella Grape Vines, Raspberries, &c., &c. 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, 
Of the following varieties :--Burr’s New Pine, Large 
Early Scarlet, and Hovey’s Seedling. 
Also, Myatt’s Victoria PIE PLANTS. 

GOOD WHEAT FLOUR, 


Usually on hand at THE FLOURING MILL, 
in barrels and sacks; also Buckwheat Fiour, in 
sacks--Inpian Meat, Freep, &e. 


RUSTIC FURNITURE, 


Consisting of Rustic Chairs and Seats, of various 
kinds; Tables, Stands, and Flower Vases, Frames 
for vines, creepers, &c.; besides a variety of other 
Garden Furniture. 

STEEL TRAPS, 
Of varions sizes and descriptions. 


Dealers, also, in SEWING and SADDLERS’ SILK. 
of the best American manufacture. Merchants 
supplied. 

J Orders for any of the above articles, ad- 
dressed to Jonathan Burt, Oneida, N. Y.. will be 
promptly attended to. 
Oneida, N. Y., 1854. 


' 


Community Machine-Shop. 


WM. R.INSLEE & CO. 
MACHINISTS, 


HEDENBERG BUILDINGS. NEWARK, N. J. 





W. R. I. & Co., manufacture Printing Presses, 
(for copper-plate and letter-press printing,) Jewel- 
er’s Tools, Machinists’ Lathes, &c., &c. and are 
prepared to execute orders for machinery generally 
ABRAM C, SMITH. 


WM. R. INSLEE, 





Community Press 


THE ‘CIRCULAR’ PRINTING OFFICE, 
VO <3 WILLOW PLACE, 
Near the Cor. of State-st. 











The undersigned, having recently added to their 
establishment new Presses, and an assortment of 
new Job Type, are prepared to print Cards, La- 
bels, Circulars, hand-Bills, Bill-Heads, and plain 
and fancy work generally. They will attend to the 
orders of friends abroad with pleasure, and can make 
quick returns of work, by means of the various Ex- 
press lines centering in New York, to any part of 
the country. 

Ht Office No. 43 Willow Place, near State-street 
(between Columbia and Hicks streets.) 

8. R. LEONARD & CO. 





Central Business Agency. 


Grorer Cracin, General Agent for the Associated 
Communities, offers his services to others who may 
have business in New-York, which they are willing 
tointrust tohim. His acquaintance inthe city, and 
the experience and facilities of business which he 
has acquired by his agency for the Communities, en- 
ables him to buy and sell Goods, Produce, Land 
Warrants, &c., &c., safely and advantageously. Ad- 
dress ‘Groree Cragin, Box No. 6, Brooklyn, N. Y. 





RAVELING BAGS of convenient styles, thorough- 

ly made of Carpeting and Enameted Cloth, Ladies- 
Satchels, &c., manufactured and for sale at the Com- 
mune, 43 Willow Place. 





English Ladies Abroad. 

We cut from the papers two items of some in- 
terest, relating to English Jadies abroad : 

The honorable Miss Murray, sister of a 
Scotch duke, and maid of honor to Queen Vie- 
toria, has been staying for some days past in 
New York. Miss Murray isa lady of fine per- 
son, robust health, aud uncommon energy’ of 
characier--about forty years of age. She has 
visited several of our public institutions, and 
been entertained by many of our citizens at 








posed and are preparing toinstitute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press. 


their own houses, where her frank and cordial 


manners, her singular intelligence and great 
kindness of heart, have seeured her many 

friends. Miss Murray, we understand, has 

keenly enjoyed her extended tour in this coun- 

try. She appears, however, to have been 

struck with amazement at the extravagant ex- 

penditure, the Ae/piessness, and the ill health of 

that unfortunate class of beings, the fashiona- 

ble women of our cities. Miss Murray, like 

all the fashionable women of Europe, dresses 

so plainly that it probably costs her less to drees 

for a whole year than many a New York lady 
expends for half a dozen handkerchiefs! It is 

asettled thing in Europe, that extravagance 

in dress is the very extreme of vulgarity, and is 
never indulged in except by those whose only 
claim to distinction is their length of purse.—— 

Life lilustrated. 

Wuo ts Mrs. Nigntincate?——Many ask 
this question, and it has not yet been ade- 
quately answered. We reply, then, Mrs. Night 
ingale is Miss Nightingale, or rather Miss 
Florence Nightingale, the youngest daughter 
and presumptive co-heiress ot her father, Wm. 
Shore Nightingale, of Embley Park, Hamp- 
shire, and the Lea Hurst, Derbyshire. She 
is, moreover, a young lady of singular endow- 
ments, both natural and acquired. In a knowl- 
edge of the ancient languages and of the high- 
er branches of mathematies, in general art, 
science, and Jiterature, her attainments are 
extraordinary, There is seareely a modern 
language which she does not understand, and 
she spezks French, German, and Italian as 
fluently as her native English. She has vis- 
ited and studied the various nations of Europe, 
and has ascended the Nile to its remotest cat- 
aract. Young, (abont the age of our Queen,) 
graceful, feminine, rich, and popular, she holds 
a singularly gentle and persuasive influence 
over all with whom she comes in contact. Her 
friends and acquaintances are of all classes 
and persuasions, but her happiest place is at 
home, in the center ofa very large band of 
accomplished relatives, and in simplest obedi- 
ence to her admiring parents.—— The Examiner. 

This Miss Nightingale, from her known charac- 
ter and disposition and. past course of life in respect 
to benevolent enterprises, has been invited to form 
and control the entire nursing establishment, sent 
to the relief of the sick’and wounded English sol- 
diers in the Levant. Says the London Examiner : 

“While we write, this deliberate, sensitive, and 
highly endowed young lady is already at her post, 
rendering the holiest of woman’s charities to the 
sick, the dying and the convalescent. There is a 
heroism in dashing up the heights of Alma in de- 
fiance of death and all mortal opposition, and let 
all praise and honor be, as they are, bestowed up- 
on it: but there isa quiet forecasting heroism and 
Jargeness of heart in this Jady’s resolute accumu- 
lation of the powers of consolation, and her devot- 
ed upplication of them, which rank as high and are 
at least as pure. A sage few will no doubt con- 
demn, sneer at, or pity an enthusiasm which to 
them seems eccentric or at best misplaced ; but 
to the true heart of the country it will speak home, 
and be there felt, that there is not one of Eng- 
land’s proudest and purest daughters who at_ this 
moment stands on so high a pinnacle as Florence 
Nightingale.” 





Beecher Liberalism. 


A correspondent of the Independent rather 
questions the Puritanism of H.W. Beecher in re- 
gard to the observance of the Sabbath, on account 
of a piece that appeared in that paper over Mr, B’s 
signature, in which he describes a ride that he 
took between Lynn and Andover one rainy Sun- 
day morning. The Independent in answer to the 
query of this correspondent whether Mr. Beech- 
er could have “preached that day with entire self- 
complacency on the obligation and blessedness of 
the day of rest, for gentleman, man-servant and 
beast,” replies : 

“A subscriber might as weil have asked us to 
harmonize the aberrations of Uranus with the 
law of gravitation, before Le Verrier and Adams 
made those profound calculations to which Nep- 
tune was for a while supposed to conform. Like 
the planet to which we belong, we editors move 
ina regular orbit, according to fixed and known 
laws, and with undeviating gravity. Astrono- 
mers tell us that the pianets. in their various or- 
vits, and even the comets that dive off into all 
manner of eccentricities—now disappearing in the 
mists of infinite space, now flaming furiously 
right across our path—are also obedient in the 
end to the same law of gravity. Just so we take 
it to be in the moral universe. We know only 
the staid law of gravity 2s a guide, and we en- 
deavor to adhere to that. But every man is a 





law to himself in his own orbit ; and though one’s 
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course may seem erratic, if judged by our fixed | sites, social confidence, faithfulness, and peace. 
method, it may yet revolve ina deep spiritual | [p face of the separation and discord around, we 
harmony about the center of Truth and under the | 
Still we would no more at-| 


attraction of Love. 


night ride: first, because we always retire, when 
we can, at 10 o’clock precisely ; secondly, be- 
cause we have no fancy for ploughing through a oll 
mud and rain in the dark; and thirdly, because our readers participate as far as possible in all the | peror is only preparing for war. 
we should thereby have encroached upon ow” progress which the Community may make in this 
Sabbath-day proprieties, without an imperative 
But we do not make laws for the stars ; 
and therefore do not take it upon us to censure | j 
our more restive brother for hurrying off to An-| eral hand through the Circular to the scattered 
We hope for an increase of 
Sats aall tow ciated en aan Sonotae| correspondence and edifying matter in our new 
A 4 J a 
upon any subject whatev- 


reason. 


dover, after having shed his light on Lynn. 


” 


tire self-complacency 
er.” 


The Sabbath has but a weak defender here 
j . 2! O »xt No. will be issued from Oneida. and till 
As to the Beechers, they seem to be making | Our next No. wi Y nh Oneida, 


havoc of everything the churches hold sacred. 
- oe 2 - 
Sunshine Through the Clouds. 
When v’er the peaceful, scented glade, 
The angry storm has swept; 
And drooping hangs each tender blade, 
As though the flowers wept ; 
How gloriously awaking, 
Where frowning vapour crowds, 
O’er mist and gloom comes breaking, 
The sunshine through the clouds ! 
Sparkling and flashing, 
All like a jewelled stream ; 
The light of joy and beauty 
In every golden beam ! 


When o’er the tender, saddened heart, 
The storm of grief has past ; 
Each breath a sigh, each thought a smart, 
It hopes to be the last! 
How joyously awaking, 
Where sorrow’s gloom enshrouds : 
O’er fear and doubt cones breaking 
The sunshine tbrovgh the clouds ! 
Sparkling and flashing. 
And like a jewelled stream, , 
The light of love and comfort 
In every golden beam. 
Eliza Cook's Journal. 
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hes Notice to Correspondents, 


After the Ist of December next, (or 
the close of the present volume,) all let- 
ters intended for the CircuLar or for 
those connected with it, should be direc- 
ted to Onerpsa Derot, N. Y., near to 
which place the publishing office will then 
be removed. 

- PO 0 ce 
The Volume Closed--Changes, 

Last year, we occupied the short interval of 

suspension that followed the close of the volume, 
in preparing and printing Bible Communism.— 
This year we shall employ a similar short vaca- 
tion in removing our Press and printing materials 
to Oneida, where, after a few weeks, we expect to 
resume our regular issues. We have no very 
definite plan for the future, but we expect that 
(rod’s plans concerning us will develop as fast as 
is necessary. We are wellassured that our present 
move is the right one. Jn leaving the city, we 
reem to hear a voice like that of old—‘Come out 
of her my people’—and all the signs that are open 
to our discernment indicate a gathering storm of 
trouble and wrath hanging over the nation, and 
particularly these great city centres of its iniqui- 
ty. Never in the history of the country has there 
becn such a development of commercial and finan- 
cial corruption as during the past year. ‘The money 
world is evidently coming to be but a quaking bog, 
eovered over with but the thinnest semblance of 
solid honesty. The greatest financiers and public 
agents have proved the greatest cheats. There is 
no knowing who will go down next. Socially, 
there is an inflammatory state of the elemcnts.— 
Discord approaching to war between the natives 
and the Irish, between the North and South, and 
between the nation and its neighbors. ‘These 
things may blow over for the present without any 
serious crisis, but it seems more probable that 
they will grow into increased disturbance betore 
there is any better change. We sce no ground 
for dissatisfaction in this, but only a cause of 
‘hope; and at the satne time, we cvunt it desirable 
to withdraw ourselves a* much as convenient from 
the spiritual influences that are likely to be 
abroad at such a time. 


While the world and its institutions are being 


We | children of faith. 


j|heavenly things. We shall endeavor to make 


| spirit. Our wealth is love and not money, and 
this we trust to be able to distribute with a lib- 


position, making the paper more fruitful and 
inspired as an organ of the Primitive church, and 
!a medium of communication between bclievers. 


then we bid our readers a friendly Adieu. 
- + + 
Publishers who exchange with us will please 
to note our change of location, and direct their 
papers hereafter to the Circular at Oneida De- 
pot, N. Y. 





The volume of the Circular which now closes is 
the first instance, we believe, of any attempt 
topublish a tri-weekly religious periodical. Our 
movement of issuing the Circular Semi-Weekly 
during last year, was followed for atime by the 
Freeman’s Journal, a Catholic paper, but was 
soon abandoned as being too heavy a tax on the 
editorial department. No religious paper that 
we know of, except the Circular, is now in ad- 
vance of the old-fashioned weekly issue. What 
may be our future course, whether we shall go 
forward io a daily, or back temporarily to a less 
frequent issue, remains to be determined. We 
are perfectly satisfied that the movement sooner 
or later must be forward—that Bible Commu- 
nism will both demand a daily paper, and devel- 
op the means of sustaining it. 





The Financial Year. 

We have received in subscriptions to the Cir- 
cular during the present year $803,55, in cash, 
and presents of other things to the amount of 
about $25. This is nearly the same as our in- 
come from the paper last year—rather more 
than that in the cash account—and every thing 
considered, is quite satisfactory. It has come tous 
free and unsolicited, and as the offering of friends 
whose hearts are with us has had a double value. 
If we printed a paper devoted to this world as it 
is, we might prebably enlist a larger support; 
but our object is a revolutionary one, and the 
masses do not care to pay for being disturbed and 
having their notions turned up-side down. The 
more we try it, the better we like our method of 
offering the paper free, and relying on the unsolic- 
ited donations of those whe are interested in 
the cause, and willing to join in a mutual partner- 
ship of effcrt with us and with each other for its 
support. 

The cost of paper and ink for the present vol- 
ume has been $500. With the help received 
from subscribers together with our Community 
industry in the carpet-bag manufacture, Job Print- 
ing, &c., we have got through the year, we dare 
say, as successfully, and with less careful anxiety 
than many a millionaire. We have heretofore 
mentioned the assistance received from two or 
three friends in starting our manufacturing de- 
partment. We have also received bountifully of 
various kinds of provisions from the other Com- 
munes. Onthe whole, we can rejcice in God’s 
unfailing goodness, and close up our affairs here 
with love to him and to all men, unstained by 
any thought of evil. 





Matters of Mention. 
(Condensed from the Papers.) 

According to the synagogue rolls, there are 
more than one hundred and twenty thousand Jews 
in the United States. 

-~The Tribune of this morning contains the 
annual protest of Miss Dr. Harriet K. Hunt, of 
Boston, against paying taxes on her property, since 
women are not allowed to vote. and the right to 
determine to what purposes the money paid by 
them as taxes shall be applied is declared to be 
beyond their province. 

—H. W. Beecher in his thanksgiving sermon 
yesterday, took theground that jslavery on the 
whole is a blessing, because nothing besides such 
a gigantic curse could have revived the discussion 
sv much needed in this country of the fundamen- 





form by treachery, defaleations, and war, we 
shall endeayor to kindle a back fire of the oppo- 





zal principles of human rights ; and the grappling 


concentrate. Oneida, at least, will set an example 
tempt to follow the gyrations of such an inde- | of two hundred persons, seeking not to destroy 
pendent mind, than to ride upon the tail of a} each other, either physically with gunpowder, or 
comet.....We should not have attempted that | morally with selfish competition and money-pow- 
ler, but to help each other in the direction of 








exterminate it, will in the end, he says, give us a 


joyed without this necessitated toil and achieve- 
ment, 

—The Nationtl Intelligencer publishes a letter, 
dated at St. Petersburg, ‘from a respectable and 
well-informed citizen of the United States” which 
states that ‘the war is scarcely begun. The Em- 
Next year he 
| will have in the field, ready for active battle, one- 
and-a-half millions of soldiers well-drilled. The 
people are all for the war, and Nicholas has no 
trouble in getting soldiers, for it is with them a 
religious war.’ 

—-A correspondent of a London periodical, wri- 
ting from Constantinople, thus speaks of an 
awakening among the Mahometans. “That such 
a movement exists, nobody can doubt who has 
heard a fraction of the numerous interesting oc- 
currences which constantly take place. The New 
Testament is sought after; and when one man 
ventures to buy or borrow the Scriptures, there 
are generally several others who assemble to read 
them with him, and discuss the truths of Chris- 
tianity. Some even go so far as to declare beldly 
their faith in Jesus Christ as the only and all- 
sufficient Savior from sin.’ 

—The Bible Society are carrying on active op- 
erations at the French camp at Boulogne, where 
their colporteurs are distributing the Scriptures 
to the French soldiers at almost nominal rates.— 
The society are also busily engaged in Turkey, 
where there has lately been an increased inquiry 
after the Bible. They have an agent at Bucha- 
rest; and the New Testament has been lately 
published in the Bulgarian language, under the 
superintendence of Dr. Henderson. In Spain they 
profited by the late disturbances to dispose of a 
considerable number of Bibles ; and they are going 
to commence a vigorous campaign under the new 
constitution, which professes to secure civil and 
religious liberty to all parties and sects. 
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From a Wallingford Correspondent : 
To-day is Thanksgiving day in this State, and if 
a bountiful supply of turkeys, geese, ducks, chick- 
ens, pigeons, pigs, veal, mutton, beef and fresh 
pork, is any ground for supposing people are thank- 
ful, then certainly the descendants of the Puritan 
fathers in old Connecticut must be strongly in- 
clined to thankfulness. These things abound, 
and at prices that bring them within the power of 
all to procure a fair supply, while all kinds of 
vegetables, potatoes excepted, are very abundant, 
and sell as low as they have done for years. 
How hike Christ it is to deal so generously with 
all. Generosity provokes gratitude, and will it 
not be so when people find abundance succeeds 
scarcity? During the dry weather last summer, 
the people began to feel that it would be a 
miracle if a famine was averted—they realized 
their dependence on a higher power than their 
ownarm. Worldly wisdom predicted this and 
that distress as the result of the dry weather. 
But God has confounded all philosophy. He 
sent the ‘latter rains,’ and with them a long 
period of warm weather, and this gave ample 
time for late fall crops, and the result through 
this region is that farmers can hardly find market 
for their vegetables. It is not uncommon to find 
farmers whose average crop of turnips has not 
been over 200 bushels, who this year have from 
1,000 to 1,500 bushels, and other vegetables in 
extra quantities. Here is a miracle. Our own 
field of cabbages we supposed was pretty much 
used up about the first of this month, but the con- 
tinuance of fine weather has kept them growing, 
and we have sold 150 a week since that time. 

Nov. 30, 1854. L. H. B. 


The Reading of Providence, 
To one who takes a right view of God’s 
special providence, our whole life is a nov- 
el. When the novel reader is half through 
his book, he knows not how the story 
is coming out, but he is sure that every 
thing is conducting to an interesting con- 
clusion. Belief in special providence gives 
the same dramatic interest to the book of 
life-experience. We do not know how it 
is coming out, but we know that God has 
an important and appropriate catastrophe 
at the end. Daily life becomes a regular 
story of the highest interest, in proportion 
as we reeognize God’s special providence. 
If we can understand it, every thing that 





such a question —the moral education required to 





higher position in freedom than we could have en- 
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helping on a plot of the most skillful con- 
ception. 

The idea of special providence is high- 
ly favorable to poetry and the field of 
imagination, and it is essential to the 
highest cultivation of taste. The great- 
est amateur of the arts is very deficient 
in taste, if he cannot appreciate the gen- 
ius of God, exhibited in the drama of spec- 
ial providence—if he is not an admirer of 
the ‘ great unknown,’ whose conceptions 
are written in events. No man can find his 
way to the soul of art, who ignores the 
doctrine of God’s personal superinten- 
dence of human affairs. Poetry, aside 
from its natural beauty, pleases because 
it indicates intelligent design of harmony, 
A man may make a rhyme now and then 
accidentally, but if he makes a succession 
of rhymes we are attracted by the evi- 
dence of intention, and deliberate appli- 
cation of skill. In prose there is no in- 
tention to produce special harmonies, but 
in poetry, the sense, the measure, the 
rhymes, all together delight us as the art- 
ful expression of genius ; it would be ab- 
surd to suppose theirsymphonious arrange- 
ment a freak of chance. Yet such a sup- 
position is no more inconsistent than is the 
position of those who do not believe in 
the doctrine of special providence. Events 
might chime and harmonize occasionally 
by chance, but a person of nice observa- 
tion will see swells and jingles in his life, 
and in life all around him, which are not 
prose but poetry, i. e., the device of intel- 
ligent, skillful power. We all see from 
time to time special providences which 
rhyme as curiously as any poetry we ever 
read; and we should as soon think that 
Poe’s Raven was written without any in- 
tention of rhyme, as that these events 
have no meaning to them. To a believer 
every event is significant, harmonizing to 
produce a divine conception. He has a 
study in events and life-history infinitely 
more interesting than the lore of dead 
languages and ancient philosophers. In- 
stead of studying Homer, study the works 
of God, in the language of special provi- 
dence. Here is a universal language 
that all can understand—free lectures 
that all can attend—books older than 
Homer, that all may read. 


Jeremiah says: ‘ Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, let not the mighty 
man glory inhis might, let not the rich 
man glory in his riches, but let him that 
glorieth glory in this, that he under- 
standeth and knoweth God. n this view 
of things, the least of Christ’s followers 
who has begun to know God, is wiser 
than the greatest book-worm in the 
world. 

Faith in miracles, in special providence, 
in election, &c., is all one thing, the recog- 
nition of God’s personal superintendence 
of human affairs; and here is the real 
line of distinction between believers and 
unbelievers. ‘To the former, not a spar- 
row falls to the ground with. out the know- 
ledge of God—he numbers the hairs of 
our head—he interferes with the natural 
laws as he pleases, and fore-ordains every 
circumstance. Uubclief takes opposite 
ground, in different forms of expression. 
Methodism is one form. Methodists 
deny the doctrine of election. Davis 
denies absolutely the doctrine of special 
providence. The churches assert that 
the age of miracles is past. Then there 
is this philosophical scorn of everything 





takes place has concinnity in it; and is 





supernatural, and extolling the suprema- 
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cy of the natural laws, stationing God in 
some remote corner of the universe, 
turning its machinery with a crank. All 
these forms of unbelief reduce existence 
to a dead incoherence. Faith vitalizes 
existence by infusing into it an intelligent 
spirit. 





True Warfare. 


When Christ proclaimed the advent of 
God’s unseen and everlasting kingdom, 
he connected it with a great change in the 
sphere of warfare, or resistance of evil. 
‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth fora 
tooth,’ was the maxim of the dispensa- 
tion which preceded him: outward evil 
was resisted with outward force—bands 
of men were cut off in their sins by the 
breath of God. or by fire from heaven ; 
and some of God’s most honored servants 
wielded the sword with terrible effect, as 
for instance Elijah, when he slew four 
hundred of the prophets of Baal. But 
the weapons and warfare of the kingdom 
of heaven, like itself were spiritual ; leav- 
ing the manifestations of evil, they at- 
tacked the evil itself. All strife and des- 
truction that had gone before were but 
the skirmish of outposts, compared with 
the tremendous spiritual conflict which 
took place between the powers of good 
and evil, in that forty years’ campaign 
commencing with the ministry of Christ, 
and ending with the Second Coming. 

In that campaign we behold him who 
while on earth did neither strive nor cry, 
and who taught that ‘all they that draw 
the sword shall perish by the sword,’ 
riding forth on a white horse, at the head 
of the heavenly armies, to smite his ene- 
mies with the sword of his mouth. ‘And 
there was war in heaven ; Michael and his 
angels fought against the dragon, and the 
dragon fought and his angels, and pre- 
vailed not, neither was their place found 
any more in heaven.’ And so his church 
on earth, while on the one hand they re- 
sisted not evil, and turned their cheek 
meekly to the smiter, on the other found 
play for all the bravery and heroism of 
their natures, in taking part inthe mighty 
conflict that was in progress in the world 
within. That they did take part in it 
appears from their language about ‘fight- 
ing the fight of faith, &c. Paul’s charge 
to the Ephesians is very much in tone and 
spirit like what we may suppose a gen- 
eral would say to his band hard pressed 
by the enemy; ‘ Finally, my brethren, be 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might. Put on the whole armor of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil,’ &. &, And 
their fight was not in vain: though they 
strove not for the thrones of this world, 
they wona throne that gave them power 
over them all. They strove for the heav- 
enly crown of glory, and found them- 
selves masters of the world; and they 
overcame ‘ by the blood of the Lamb and 
by the word of their testimony.’ 

‘My kingdom is not of this world ; if 
my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that I should 
not be delivered to the Jews ; but now 
is my kingdom not from hence.’ When 
Christ stood there, innocent, yet bound 
and condemned to death, and bore this 
noble testimony before Pilate, he show- 
ed forth the true principle of non-re- 
sistance. Not that there was to be 
no resistence to that evil; but civilized, 
far-sighted combativeness saw that Sa- 
tan could be far better opposed and 
overthrown by letting him have his 
way, and crucify the Son of God. 
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